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That iconic American melodrama that inspired the 1943 cult classic film starring Bette
Davis.“Don’t let’s ask for the moon! We have the stars!”The film Now, Voyager concludes with
these famous words, which reaffirmed Bette Davis’s own stardom and changed the way
Americans smoked cigarettes. But few fans of this rich story know its source. Olive Higgins
Prouty’s 1941 novel provides a rich, complex portrait of the inner life of its protagonist and the
society she inhabits. Over half a century later, it still offers fresh and quietly radical takes on
psychiatric treatment, traditional family life, female desire, and women’s agency.Boston
blueblood Charlotte Vale has led an unhappy, sheltered life. Dowdy, repressed, and pushing
forty, Charlotte finds salvation in the unlikely form of a nervous breakdown, placing her at a
sanitarium, where she undergoes treatment to rebuild her ravaged self-esteem and uncover her
true intelligence and charm.Femmes Fatales restores to print the best of women’s writing in the
classic pulp genres of the mid-20th century. From mystery to hard-boiled noir to taboo lesbian
romance, these rediscovered queens of pulp offer subversive perspectives on a turbulent era.

"Like the film it inspired, Olive Higgins Prouty's Now, Voyager is as striking for the conventions it
bucks as for the ones it embraces: a vivid reminder of a time when people crossed the ocean in
liners and wore hats, and a hymn to an American ideal of social, moral, and emotional
independence."—David Leavitt, author of Equal Affections"At last we have the moon and the
stars: at last, that is, the public can read a novel on which one of Hollywood's most stirring
melodramas is based. The movie Now, Voyager, a love story as well as a film about mothers and
daughters, has fascinated female, feminist, and even—despite its heated heterosexual romance
—lesbian and gay viewers and critics. The novel promises to enhance our pleasurable perplexity
about the film's many enigmas concerning the nature of women's most passionate
attachments." —Tania Modleski, author of Loving With a Vengeance"What a satisfying book. At
once tough-minded and terribly romantic, it sweeps us up in an ageless tale of love while
foreshadowing today's notions of sexual liberation, emotional wholeness, and personal
independence. Prouty is a wonderful writer, and her Charlotte Vale a timeless and very
sophisticated Cinderella." —Patricia Gaffney, author of The Saving Graces"Like the film it
inspired, Olive Higgins Prouty's Now, Voyager is as striking for the conventions it bucks as for the
ones it embraces: a vivid reminder of a time when people crossed the ocean in liners and wore
hats, and a hymn to an American ideal of social, moral, and emotional independence."―David
Leavitt, author of Equal Affections"At last we have the moon and the stars: at last, that is, the
public can read a novel on which one of Hollywood's most stirring melodramas is based. The
movie Now, Voyager, a love story as well as a film about mothers and daughters, has fascinated
female, feminist, and even―despite its heated heterosexual romance―lesbian and gay viewers



and critics. The novel promises to enhance our pleasurable perplexity about the film's many
enigmas concerning the nature of women's most passionate attachments." ―Tania Modleski,
author of Loving With a Vengeance"What a satisfying book. At once tough-minded and terribly
romantic, it sweeps us up in an ageless tale of love while foreshadowing today's notions of
sexual liberation, emotional wholeness, and personal independence. Prouty is a wonderful
writer, and her Charlotte Vale a timeless and very sophisticated Cinderella." ―Patricia Gaffney,
author of The Saving GracesAbout the AuthorOlive Higgins Prouty (1882-1974), like many of her
characters a wealthy Bostonian, was the author of ten novels, including Stella Dallas (1923),
which became the basis for three films and a long-running radio serial. A graduate of Smith
College, Prouty endowed a writer's scholarship at Smith that was received by Sylvia Plath, who
later portrayed her patron unflatteringly in The Bell Jar.
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BarbarinaS, “More than you expect. This was extremely difficult to review in today’s terms. Given
the era it was written in we have to take things in context, for example the fact it is only after a
weight and clothes metamorphosis that Charlotte finds confidence. That it took this change for
men to find her attractive seems sexist, trivialising the situation and putting women back a few
years, but here it makes sense.This is about someone whose confidence has been taken away,
someone who has a breakdown and who somehow finds the strength to change for herself
because she recognises the need. Yes it is initially because of a man but it’s not quite that simple
either for he is the opposite of the alpha male. He is just a nice man trying to do the right thing for
those he loves and in some ways someone afraid to stand up for himself. We as readers feel he
would have seen past Charlotte no matter her surface looks because he is again, a nice man
even ordinary. The important thing here is that subconsciously she knows that and this is the
reason she gains in strength. It’s not the lover who brings the changes out in her, it’s the essence
of the man, this particular man who has a good heart.There are depths in the plot that are
fascinating and enthralling once we understand we have to read beyond the words, and
understand the era and subtlety of the author’s design. There is so much more here than simple
romantic love and it makes us reflect hard on our own beliefs. In this novel passionate and sex
filled scenes don’t exist but love most definitely does exist.After the novel ends (this particular
edition I think) there are some additional notes/studies about the plot, writing and the author.
This gave a sweetened insight coming as it did, from professionals in the profession, and is very
worthwhile reading just on its own. You don’t need the analysis but it is an amazing learning
curve and I highly recommend it.Final thoughts - I loved it.”

Janice, “Ahead of its time. I bought this book because of the Bette Davis movie. The movie
stayed true to the book, but of course you pick up more nuances in reading. I loved it. It throws
out a few conventions about women that were ahead of its time and it stays relevant today. In a
world and society that pushes you to couple up, the ending was satisfying and interesting. The
afterword is highly recommended reading as well. This author deserves more recognition than
she gets, for once Hollywood being a positive influence as it made movies out of her works
otherwise I never would have heard of her.  And that’s the sad thing.”

Sharon McKee, “Well written but abridged. Note that this is an abridged version of the novel, so
had I known that I would have bought a different edition. Having said that, the novel is well-
written and engrossing.”

Phyllis Antebi Ph.D, “A Woman Individuated. This is a story about a woman transformed from a
spinster-like quality of life to one of engagement and personal fulfillment. That old adage, "All
you need is love", seems to be true in this novel about romance on the high seas and in the
mansion on Marlborough Street, Boston. The book is meant to be contemporaneous with the



times in which it was published. The transformation of Charlotte Vale to Camille then back to
Charlotte-reborn, may be a bit schmaltzy for contemporary tastes, yet it's still a classic in its own
right. 'Now Voyager' was classified as "pulp" fiction meant for mass readership in the nineteen
forties. However, this book was much more than "pulp" to me. Finding the "will" to love and the
"love" to will is one of many themes fundamental to Prouty's novel. The story is made sweet by
the simplicity of this theme. It is made unforgettable by the beauty and style of its prose. Few
characters adorn this novel. There are few highs, and few lows. Sometimes beautiful things
come in small packages, and this package is both small and beautiful. If you experienced your
mother as over-bearing and controlling, then you probably could identify with Charlotte's
struggle to free herself from the bonds of maternal love ambiguously expressed. We call this
process , separation-individuation, and without becoming too clinical, good parenting is about
facilitating this process. In Charlotte's case, her mothers' over-protection and hypercritical style
left her with gaping holes in her emotional development it takes a full novel in space and time, to
fill. In real life, Charlotte steps out of the novel and onto the screen, catapulting its star, Bette
Davis, and the movie version to new heights. Who among us can forget that stunning woman
slightly shielded by the brim of her enormous hat, stepping off the runway of the cruise ship?
What happens on that cruise and who she meets is what makes this novel -movie about love.
What happens in the aftermath of Charlotte's seduction, is a story about redemption. In the spirit
of this enduring psychological portrait, we learn that although our experiences make us who we
are, how we deal with the pain is what defines us. I highly recommend the movie adaptation as it
captures the times, the setting, and its characters with Prouty's characteristic intent. Isn't her
message all about letting go, rather than holding on?”

Rehfan, “Movie adaptation is delightfully true to the book.. One of my favorite films, now one of
my favorite books. A couple of typos here and there in this kindle version, but nothing that
detracts too much from the satisfying read.”

Laura Hester, “Great read. Enjoyed”

Thomasita Taylor, “Masterful. I have loved this movie for years.  Now I also own the book.”

iashutterbug, “The Movie is Wonderful, The Book is Even Better.. I've seen the Bette Davis
movie, and positively loved it. She won the Best Actress Academy Award for her role. I always
wondered more about the middle of the story. Reading the book fills in the middle, give us more
of an indication on why these 2 people fall so devotedly in love. What happens in 2 days or so in
the movie, covers about 5 or more days in the book. In the film much of the story takes place on
a cruise ship in South America... In the book, it's a cruise ship along the coast of Southern
Europe... This change possibly due to when filming was done, related to WWII, and most likely
access to safer / undamaged areas for filming.The book starts a bit differently than the film as



well, but still gives you more of the back story, overall.I found this book to be highly rewarding, a
wonderful story over-all. Yes, there is sacrifice, but there is also so much love overall, with in the
story, our 2 main characters, and more.”

Brian Robertson, “Great service by Hay - on Wye Booksellers.. The movie "Now, Voyager"
starring Bette Davis has always been one of my favourite films. Now I can enjoy reading the
novel by Olive Higgins Prouty. I purchased on Amazon via Hay - on - Wye Booksellers. The book
was as described & in perfect condition. The service - speed of dispatch & delivery - was super
& I can highly recommend them as a reliable supplier of good quality books.”

JOJO, “Surprisingly there's no car chases or gunfire like modern day films. Bought this as a
present.Surprisingly there's no car chases or gunfire like modern day films.Just a pleasing story
of redemption for a put-upon ugly duckling spinster turning into a sophisticated 'swan'. Betty
Davis can be a bit stagey in some films,but along with Claude Raines and the imperious Gladys
Cooper she's a class act,with a few lines that are now part of  cinematic history”

Crystal, “Romance.. Excellent.  Real page turner. If you loved the film, you will love the book.”

rosemary, “now Voyager.. now Voyager one of my favourite films.so i am really enjoying this
acclaimed book by Olive higgins Prouty. if you are familiar with the film ,the characters from the
picture spring out from the pages of this book. recommended.”

Penelope A., “Lovely. Loved the film with the wonderful Better Davis . Great story . Thoroughly
enjoyed it .Recommended to anyone who enjoyed the film”

The book by Natsuki Takaya has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 255 people have provided feedback.
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